
 

Doug Hille writes: Conservation and resource  

management has been part of our management  

objectives since we purchased our ranch. We feel 

very strongly that as conservationists, we can use 

and still improve our natural resources. Our  

family, Doug, Carol, children Ryan, Rachel, and 

Stephanie, along with NRCS, SCD and others, 

have taken an abused and run down ranch and 

turned it into a productive, vibrant environment for 

wildlife and livestock.   

The Hilleôs have accomplished this feat by adding 

many miles of fence, pipelines, new wells, build-

ings, trees and a feedlot.   The list doesnôt stop 

there as they have been practicing no-till for  

nearly 20 years, implemented a rotational grazing 

system and have been great advocates of  

Soil Health and utilizing cover crops. 

SCD Supervisors: 

Ted Becker 

Richard Tokach 

Jim Hopfauf 

Rocky Bateman 

Aaron Steckler 

Advisory Supervisors: 

Duane Olsen 

Don Tanaka 

Travis Wolf 

District Personnel: 

Beth McCleary 

Brandon Schafer 

Adam Pachl 

NRCS Personnel: 

Michele Doyle 

Paula Kvernum 

Sharon Potts-Sayler 

Melissa McCann 

 

2016 Annual Report 2-3 

Tree of the Quarter 4 

Solutions for Drifting 

Snow 
5 

Soil Health Workshop 6 

NRCS 2016 Program 

Summary 

7 

Upcoming Events 8 

 
Inside this issue: 

MORTON COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Winter/Spring, 2017 

Volume 22, no 1 

CONSERVATION NEWS 



 

Page 2 CONSERVATION NEWS 

нлмс !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 

Aprilï The Morton County SCD, NRCS, and Mor-

ton County Water board staff hosted the Water Fes-

tival at Nazarene Church in Mandan.  

March ContinuedðThe SCD Staff and NRCS 

Staff attended Diversity Day hosted by the USDA at 

the Baymont Inn & Suites in Mandan.  Sharon Potts-

Sayler and her husband presented on Deaf Culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 3rd Shop Talk was hosted by the MCSCD at  

Roger Hoovestolôs Shop (picture above). About 13 

producers attended.  

Adam attended a windbreak technology training at 

the Comfort Inn & Suites in Bismarck, ND.  

Marchï  Beth and Adam attended the Tree Promotion-

al meeting at the Comfort Inn & Suites on March 16-17. 

Brandon attended the ND Water Quality Monitoring 

conference at BSC.  

The MCSCD hosted a 2nd Shop Talk at the Pizza Pan-

try in Hebron, ND  

Brandon and Beth attended the 319 Coordinator meet-

ing at the Comfort Inn & Suites in Bismarck, ND  

SCD & NRCS Staff sponsored a Nutritional Balance 

Workshop at the Mandan ARS Station on March 9th. 

February ï  MCSCD staff pre-

sented at the 2016 KFYR Living 

Ag Classroom.  Brandon Schaf-

er, Beth McCleary, and Adam 

Pachl taught the students about 

water quality, point and non-

point source pollution. There were about 1,400 stu-

dents from ND that attended this year.   

The Morton County SCD and NRCS hosted a shop talk 

at Woody Barthôs shop in St. Anthony. The shop talk 

was very well attended with a total of 25 people.  

Michele Doyle and Dr. Don Tanaka were the main pre-

senters.  The shop talk focused on cover crops and the 

importance of soil health. 

Januaryï The Morton County SCD hosted its 2016 

Winter Workshop on January 19th 

at the Baymont Inn & Suites in 

Mandan.  This years workshop fea-

tured Clayton Robins from Bran-

don, Manitoba.  Clayton is a ranch-

er, former researcher, and Nuffield 

Canada Scholar.  There were about 70 people that at-

tended the workshop.  Other speakers included Kenny 

Miller, Jerry Doan, Justin Zahradka, and Dr. Kendall 

Swanson.   The topic this year was ñCover Crops for 

Grazing: Above, Below, and for your Bottom Lineò.   

The Morton County SCD board reorganized and  

re-elected Ted Becker as Chairman.   

May ï June -  On May 4th the Tree Crew started 

tree planting.   

On May 4th Brandon presented at Christ the Kingôs 

Eco Ed Day and presented ñAll About Trees!ò 

Adam and the Tree Crew finished tree planting on 

May 26th.  

The Tree Crew started applying fabric on June 2nd.  

On June 10th the Morton County SCD had its  

annual Tree Surplus sale in New Salem.  


