
 

Earlier in the fall I was called by a landowner who was having problems with his trees.  

For no obvious reason, his pine trees were falling over without much wind.  I went and looked, 

and these were healthy looking trees that were simply breaking off at the ground and toppling 

over.  There were no obvious signs of disease, and the landowner said that when the trees were 

planted that no fabric was applied.  There was a thick stand of grass throughout the planting, and 

no signs of anything that could cause this problem.  Baffled, I called the state forester to take 

another look with me. 

We returned a week or so later, and he commented that these were healthy looking 

trees that shouldnôt just be tipping over like this.  He suggested we dig down and take a look at 

the roots to see if there was anything abnormal going on underground, and so we grabbed our 

shovels and started digging.  Suddenly, the cause became quite clear- After digging down about 

6 inches, we found a layer of old, forgotten fabric that was now girdling the trunk of the tree, 

causing it to be weak and snap off simply due to the weight of the tree and a little bit of wind.   

This is a problem we donôt see very often, but the fear is that this will start happening 

more and more often.  The use of weed barrier fabric became much more prevalent in the last 10 

or 15 years, with the thought that the fabric was biodegradable.  This is wrong however, as the 

fabric is photodegradable- that is, it is broken down by light.  The problem is that as the tree gets 

bigger, the amount of light that reaches the fabric decreases, effectively preserving it.  So, what 

is a person to do? 

The best thing is to monitor the base of the trunk as the tree grows, and using a knife cut 

the hole in the fabric open wider to allow for more growth.  Alternatively, after 5-7 years the fabric 

could just be removed.  Either way, it is very important to make sure soil and debris are kept off 

of the fabric.  Allowing soil and debris on top not only helps weeds and grass grow, therefore 

making it worthless, but it makes it much easier to forget about and problems like the one  

described earlier.  Make sure if you mow that you arenôt blowing all your clippings onto the fabric, 

and try to avoid tilling around the trees at all costs.  Not only does this put soil on the fabric, but it 

also damages the tree roots and removes some of the moisture from the soil- a commodity that 

we all know can be very valuable in the hot summer months. 
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bŜǿ CŀǊƳ .ƛƭƭ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŘŀƴ Ch 
IŜƭƭƻΣ LΩƳ {ŀǊŀƘ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ CŀǊƳ .ƛƭƭ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ aƻǊǘƻƴΣ .ǳǊƭŜƛƎƘΣ hƭƛǾŜǊΣ 

ŀƴŘ {ƘŜǊƛŘŀƴ /ƻǳƴǝŜǎΦ  aȅ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŀǝŎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ  

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ CŀǊƳ .ƛƭƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ /wtΣ 9vLtΣ ŀƴŘ /{tΦ  L ƎǊŜǿ 

ǳǇ ƛƴ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴ  

ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƴȅ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ  

5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳōǳǊƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ  

bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  

!ƊŜǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴΣ L ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǝƴƎ ŬǊƳ ƛƴ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΦ  L 

ŜƴƧƻȅ ƘƛƪƛƴƎΣ ƪŀȅŀƪƛƴƎΣ ŬǎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎΦ   

L ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƛƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳ .ƛƭƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ bw/{ ƻŶŎŜΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ 

ƻǊ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ŀƴȅǝƳŜΦ 

LΣ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ wƻǎǎƻǿΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ aƻǊǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {/5 .ƻŀǊŘΦ  L ƭƛǾŜ 

ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ CƭŀǎƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ WŜǎǎƛŎŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŎŀǎƘ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǧƭŜΦ  hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǝƴƎ ƴƻ-ǝƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ  /ƻƴǾŜǊǝƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǝƭƭŀƎŜ 

ǘƻ ƴƻ-ǝƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƻƛƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ  .ȅ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇǎΣ 

ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜƴŜŬŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ  

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŎŀǧƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ bw/{ ŀƴŘ {/5 ƻŶŎŜǎΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƳǳŎƘ 

ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ȅŜǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƛƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎƻ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ aƻǊǘƻƴ  

/ƻǳƴǘȅ {/5 ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ aƻǊǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

bŜǿ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ƻƴ aƻǊǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {/5 .ƻŀǊŘ  

 

Update for the O-M-G Grassland  

Improvement Project 

As some of you may know, the Oliver, Morton, and Grant County Soil Districts received a grant from the North Dakota 

Outdoor Heritage Fund to improve our grasslands by cost-sharing infrastructure for grazing systems at a 60% rate.  

Some of these cost-shared items include cross-fences, livestock water developments, and grass plantings.     

We recently held our 2
nd
 batching period which brought our total of approved applications to well over 25 projects!   

We plan to have a 3
rd
 batching period this fall for projects that would start in 2018 and be completed by the end 

of 2019.  If you are interested and would like more details, call the Morton County SCD office at 701-667-1163 ext. 3.   
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¢ƘŜ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ¦ǎŜ  
ŀƴŘ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ DǊŀȊƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ Ǌƻǘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ {ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ƻǳǊ 

Ǌƻǘŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ǌƻǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ Ǌƻǘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΥ 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΚ 

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊΚ 

/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǊŀȊŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƪ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǘŀƳŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ όŜȄΦ ŎǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƘŜŀǘƎǊŀǎǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ōǊƻƳŜύΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƴŀǝǾŜ 

ǊŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǊŀȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ DǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

ǝƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀǾƻǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǊŀȊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƎǊŀȊŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜΦ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǊŀȊŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ 

ōŜƴŜŬǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƊŜǊ ƛǘ 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŀȊŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǝƳŜ 

ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ 9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ Ƴŀȅ 

ƪƛƭƭ ƻũ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŀǾƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ bƻ ƳŀǧŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ 

ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀŘ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΦ  

IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ bw/{ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƴŜŬŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ ŀǘ тлм-сст-ммсо 9ȄǘΦ оΦ  
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млΩ bƻ-¢ƛƭƭ DǊŀǎǎ 5Ǌƛƭƭ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ wŜƴǘ 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƘŜ aƻǊǘƻƴ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ {/5 Ƙŀǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ млΩ ¢ǊǳŀȄ DǊŀǎǎ 

5ǊƛƭƭΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b5 DŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ CƛǎƘ 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  

LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ CƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 

!ƛŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ 

ό/C5!І мрΦсммύΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ 

ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ 

aƻǊǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  aƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ϷмллΦ  

wŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǎ ϷмлκŀŎǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ϸрл ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ŦŜŜΦ  

aƻǊǘƻƴ {/5 Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 

ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ϷмтκŀŎǊŜΦ     

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ŀǘ 

тлм-сст-ммсо ŜȄǘΦ оΦ   

YǳƘƴ aŀƴǳǊŜ {ǇǊŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ wŜƴǘ 

The District is also renting a Kuhn 

Knight 160 manure spreader with vertical 

beaters to the producers of Morton County. 

Unlike conventional/horizontal beaters,  

vertical beaters have a 25-30 foot spread 

pattern giving an even spread of livestock 

manure or compost over a field.  

 Producers can lease the spreader 

for $275/day. Clean-up and maintenance 

will be the responsibility of the producer. 

The producer is responsible for the cost of 

labor and repairs or replacement parts for 

any damage while the manure spreader is 

in the producerôs care, custody, and  

control. Soil and manure tests are required 

for a Nutrient Management Plan. 

If you have any questions, or would like to 

lease the spreader, please contact the 

Morton County SCD at 667-1163 ext. 3. 


