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This is the sign on our front door and it has been there a while and may be there 
for a while longer.  We are not sure when this sign will be coming down.  
However, we are still here to help you if you have any questions you can call the 
office at 701-667-1163 Ext. #3 and we will be happy to help you, by setting up an 
appointment.  Thank you for being patient through this trying time for all of us. 

You can place your 

orders for hand 

plant trees now. 

The Sun is all the colors mixed togeth-
er, this appears white to our eyes 
 
The Sun is 109 times wider than the 
Earth 
 
Light from the Sun takes eight minutes 
to reach Earth 
 
The Honey Bee is the only insect that 
makes food man can eat 
 
Eating honey makes you smarter! It has 
an antioxidant that improves brain 
functions 
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BIG MUDDY & HAILSTONE CREEK  
WATERSHED 

The Morton County 

319 Danzig Dam & 

Hailstone Creek  

Watershed Project is  

expanding its borders 

to the Big Muddy. 

This project provides 

technical, financial 

and educational assis-

tance to agriculture 

producers and  

landowners with in 

the watershed. 

 

Some of the eligible 

Best Management 

Practices (bmp’s) are: 

 Pasture/Hay Land 

Plantings 

 Permitted Feedlots 

 Partial Manure  

Management 

 Cover Crops 

 Water  

Developments 

 Cross– Fencing 

Through the Morton County 319 Watershed Project, producers and landowners will be 

provided 60% in cost-share dollars for the Best Management Practices .  Involvement in 

the program is completely voluntary. 

      If you are a producer or landowner in this area and have any questions or would be  

 interested in participating in this project, call Chet Zapzalka with the Morton County 

Soil Conservation District at 701-667-1163 Ext. #3. 
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Maintenance in Tree Plantings 

Up Coming Dates 

Farming and Ranching 
 for the Bottom Line  

February 23-24th, 2021 

Board Meeting Dates: 
November 12th, 2020 
December 10th, 2020 
January 14th, 2021 

 
Check Facebook or the 

webpage for location and times 

WOMEN’S Ag Night 
March 18th, 2021 

If you’re considering a new tree planting or taking care of one; remember that few things are more im-
portant than good preparation, consistent maintenance, and timely rain or watering. Proper care will make all 
the difference in the overall success and survival of the planting. 

 No two sites are alike; Lighter, sandy soils can be well suited to no-till planting while many heavy clay 
soils may require tillage prior to planting. Tilling too much will reduce available moisture and grind the soil 
into powder prone to erosion. A properly prepared tree site should be firm and barely show the imprint of an 
adult footprint. 

All sites require good weed control which should start the fall before planting. Care should be taken to 
avoid herbicides which could have carryover and injure the trees the following spring. Weeds which are not 
well managed will compete for moisture, nutrients, and light with the new seedlings. Mowing a new planting 
just once a month for the duration of the growing season could make all the difference. 

Watering the new trees once per week could save them. A sandy soil has less water holding capacity 
and will need more frequent watering than a clay soil. Any amount of water is better than none but consider 
having your water tested if planning to irrigate for a long period of time. Water which is high in salts/sodium 
can concentrate in the soil over time and stunt the growth of trees or a garden. 

If you have questions about your site or the planning process, contact Ryan at 701-667-1163 ext. #3 

Good Site Prep Good Site Prep Bad Site Prep 

If you know someone who is not on our mailing list and would like to be 
added send their information to: valerie.frohlich@usda.gov 
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HEL DETERMINATION 
We’ve been getting quite a few phone calls at the office from our producers asking about the AD-1026 form.  To 
give some background an AD-1026 is the form a producer uses to self-certify compliance with program eligibility by 
agreeing they will not: 
Produce an agricultural commodity on highly erodible land without an approved conservation plan 
Plant an agricultural commodity on a converted wetland 
Convert a wetland to make possible the production of an agricultural commodity 
 
Since this requirement has been in place since the 1985 Food Security Act which linked USDA program eligibility to 
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions most everyone should have an existing AD-1026 on file.  
If you’re unsure if you have one on file you can call the office and visit with FSA to verify. 
 
Once the form is accurately completed and filed, it remains effective, unless changes to the agricultural operation 
occur and/or new activities arise which change the previous self-certification (for example, a new breaking of any 
size). The form is not specific to a particular crop. It covers all land that a producer farms. 
 
If you want to break some land to square up a field you must file an AD-1026 with FSA and NRCS will make the 
determination if the land is highly erodible and make sure either an existing conservation plan will cover the new 
breaking or develop a new conservation plan for the new breaking. 
 
HEL is land that can erode at an excessive rate because of soil properties, leading to long-term decreased  
productivity. Highly erodible land is designated on a field basis and based on the proportion of the total field acreage 
that contains highly erodible soils. Producers of agricultural commodities must manage HEL fields according to an 
NRCS approved conservation plan or conservation system. 
 
The Food Security Act's wetland conservation provisions are designed to preserve the values, acreage, and functions 
of the Nation's wetlands. A wetland is an area that is inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a duration 
to support plants adapted to grow in water. A wetland also has a predominance of hydric, or wet, soils. In general, 
producers may farm these areas when conditions permit but may not convert the wetland through removal of water or 
trees. Producers also cannot plant an agricultural commodity on a wetland previously converted by someone else. 
 
This information was taken from the following USDA website where more information on conservation compliance 
can be found:  https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/?cid=nrcseprd1542016 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/?cid=nrcseprd1542016
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All Programs and Services of the Soil Conservation District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, 

national origin, religion, sex, marital status, age, or handicap.  

Morton County Soil Conservation District 
2540 Overlook Lane 
Mandan, ND 58554-1593 
 www.mcscd.com 
  
Phone: 701-667-1163 ext. 3 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sponsors  

The Morton County Soil Conservation District 

would like to thank the following sponsors: 

Abrasives Inc. 
Agassiz Seed & Supply 
Capital Credit Union 
Chesak Seed House  
Dakota Community Bank & Trust  
Duppong’s Inc. 
Farm Credit Services 
Farmers Union Insurance 
First Community Credit Union 
Gartner Seed Farm 
Haga Kommer 
Mandan Veterinary Clinic 
Opp Well Drilling 
Southwest Mutual Insurance 
State Farm Insurance 
Titan Machinery 
TK Veterinary Services 
West River Telecomm 
PJ’s Farm Supply Inc. 

Upcoming Events 

November 
11th—Closed Veterans Day 

12th—SCD Board Meeting—Mandan 

26th—Closed Thanksgiving Day 
 

December 
10th --SCD Board Meeting—Mandan 

25th — Closed Christmas Day 

 

January 
1st — Closed New Years Day 

14th — SCD Board Meeting—Mandan 

18th — Closed Martin Luther King Day 

  

“Sunshine is delicious, rain is refreshing, wind braces us up, 
snow is exhilarating; there is really no such thing as bad weather, 

only different kinds of good weather.” —John Ruskin 


